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Economics Honors
Course Description
Description:
Economics Honors is a grade-weighted curriculum option for accelerated students. It is not a separate class, but, rather, is an option embedded within the existing college-preparatory Economics Honors class. Students who meet the eligibility requirements and commit to the Economics Honors curriculum will receive Honors credit and distinction on their college transcript by participating in required enrichment activities and meeting pre-determined and defined honors-level expectations. All activities, assessments, and content will be aligned to the  Indiana Academic Standards for Economics and the defined curriculum outlined in the Herron High School Charter.
Prerequisites / Eligibility
All students who are interested in being admitted into the Economics Honors program must meet the following prerequisites:
· completion of application

· ISTEP Language Arts score of Pass or Pass+
· evidence of accelerated reading comprehension and writing ability as demonstrated through summer reading journals or other attached writing sample
· previous transcript-proven English/Social Studies class grades of A- or higher

· teacher approval

· previous 9 weeks class grade of B- or higher 

· verifiable evidence of readiness including adherence to school policies
· verifiable evidence of work ethic including prompt completion of assignments

Economics Honors Expectations

Students in Economics Honors:
· will be expected to approach all assignments and learning opportunities creatively, thoroughly, respectfully, honestly, and responsibly.
· will be held to higher expectations in writing. They will be expected to construct pieces of writing that: demonstrate an ability to sustain original ideas; analyze and evaluate economics material; utilize effective and appropriate organizational structures; display an ability to use the language effectively (by following appropriate grammatical, mechanical, and usage rules); and strive for a level of maturity in the areas of voice, diction, and style. Though Economics Honors students will be viewed as “developing” writers, they will always be expected to understand and follow the steps of the writing process and be working towards improving their writing skills.
· will be held to higher expectations in reading comprehension. They will be expected to read articles that are more challenging and of greater scope than will be regularly expected of students in the college-preparatory Economics class.

· will be expected to spend more time out of class preparing and working on class-related content.
· will be expected to complete all Economics Honors assignments and alternate assessments. Failure to complete any Economics Honors assignment may result in removal from the Economics Honors program. 
· may be expected to provide their own supplementary reading materials.

· may be expected to attend outside-of-class enrichment opportunities. 

· will be expected to assume leadership roles within the class. In this way, they will be expected to:

· actively participate in class discussions (large or small group). Students may be expected to meet a minimum participation requirement. 

· abide by all school policies, especially those relating to personal integrity. Students who attempt to cheat or willfully plagiarize will automatically be removed from the Economics Honors program. 
· be punctual and present in class. Economics Honors students are never permitted to sleep in class or be tardy without an excuse pass.
· come to class prepared. 
· use a planner and a binder organization system.
· always find ways to use in-class time to work on Economics-related assignments and projects.
Economics Honors Evaluation

Students in Economics Honors may often be evaluated differently than students in the college-preparatory Economics class. The actual method of evaluation will be determined by the expectations of the particular assignment, assessment, or course requirement. Economics Honors is a grade-weighted class option. 
Economics Honors Withdrawal

Students that wish to withdraw from Economics Honors are expected to make such a decision immediately following 1st or 3rd quarter grades being released.  Students will have one week after grades are released to decide whether they would like to continue in Economics Honors or not.
Economics Honors Program Dismissal
Students who fail to meet and/or maintain the expectations of the Economics Honors program will be removed from the program. Students who are removed from the Economics Honors program will not necessarily be precluded from entering into accelerated and other Honors-level programs at Herron High School.

Herron High School

Economics Honors Selective Program Application
Student name: 

Street address: 


City:
State:
Zip code:


E-mail address:


Parent/Guardian name: 


Parent/Guardian phone number: 


Parent/Guardian e-mail address: 


Name of student’s previous school:


Name of student’s previous school district:


ISTEP Score (if available): Language Arts - 
 
Pass   /  Pass+  [circle one]
NWEA Score (if available):  Reading  - 
 Language Usage - 

High School Social Studies Semester 2 grade (if available): 


Prev. HS Soc. Stud. (if available): Quarter 1 - 
Quarter 2 -
  Semester 1 - 

Description of attached writing sample:


Agreement statement (by signing, the applicant agrees with the following statement)
I have read and understand the course description for the Economics Honors Selective program. I understand the expectations of the Economics Honors Selective program and the possible consequences for failing to meet those expectations.

Student signature: 
Date:


Parent/Guardian signature: 
Date:



For Herron High School Use Only

Acceptance: Yes _____ No_____ Teacher signature:
Date:


